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R ECTOR’ S R EFLECTIONS
THE REV. DR. MATTHEW CALKINS
Stones and Bread
Summer 2016
Right after being baptized at the hand of John the Baptist, Jesus went into the stark and stony wilderness of
Judea. I think he was trying to figure out what make of
the experience of being filled with the Holy Spirit and
hearing a voice calling him “my Son, the Beloved.” He
fasted for forty days and was famished. The tempter
came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But
Jesus answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by
bread alone, but every word that comes from the mouth
of God’” (Matthew 4:1-4).
Stones and bread. The two come together again during
the Sermon on the Mount, where, speaking of God answering prayer, Jesus asks the rhetorical question: “Is
there anyone among you who, if your child asks for
bread, will give a stone?” (Matthew 7:9).
Of course not. How much more then will God give good
things to those who ask, Jesus concludes.
(Continued on page 2)
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Yet many still go hungry, for both food and the Word of God.
“You can do it. We can help”—so goes the advertising slogan for Home Depot (or Lowe’s—I’m not sure which). I noticed a similar slogan on a sign seeking volunteers at the Union Vale firehouse in Verbank: “U can do it, we’ll
teach you how.”
You can’t be a one person fire department. Even the smartest and hardestworking handyman needs materials and instruction. And even God looks for
help in spreading the good word and feeding the hungry: otherwise there
would be flashing commandments in the sky and manna raining down on
earth. The Bible records the occasional miracle, but the usual means of grace
seems to be sending revelation and wisdom through prophets and sages of
many sorts—and preeminently in Jesus, the incarnate Word of God. He
shows the Way. Not by miraculously turning stones into bread (though there’s
an occasional multiplication of loaves and fishes), but by gathering a community and teaching them to love one another and feed the hungry and in all
ways work together to hasten the coming of what he called the kingdom of
God, the reign of love and justice God intends for earth as well as heaven.
We call it church, this place of grace where the word of God and the needs
of the people are both addressed. “We worship God and learn from Jesus,
love one another and work together to transform lives and participate in
God’s mission of reconciliation and new creation.” So reads our newly
adopted “Grace Church Mission Statement.” At first, you may come to church
to meet an individual need for spiritual connection to God. What many also
find at Grace is friendship and joy, meaning and service: the word and bread
of life.
Have a great summer. Fire up the barbecue. Love God and your
neighbor. We are all one in Christ.
See you on Sunday, Matthew+
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Episcopal Charities
Episcopal Charities is the outreach arm of the Episcopal Church in New York.
Money is raised through the diocesan budget, an annual fund-raising dinner
held at the Cathedral of St John the Divine (a wonderful event—I encourage
you to hold this year’s date: November 10), and through individual donations
and parish appeals (this is ours). A small but dedicated staff and board solicit
grants and make grant allocations to many Episcopal organizations serving a
wide variety of community needs. The work is impressive and well worth supporting as one of the most effective charitable organizations in our area.
Consider their work on the issue of food scarcity. As Bishop Dietsche writes,
“Just over a million people residing within the footprint of the Diocese live in
poverty. For many, hunger may not be a constant, but it is always a threat.
One unexpected medical bill or car repair can strain the family budget to the
point where hunger becomes a very harsh reality. Many of those seeking
sorely-needed food will find it at 48 parish-affiliated feeding programs supported by Episcopal Charities. Last year, these community kitchens, food
pantries and brown-bag lunch programs provided hungry New Yorkers with
6.7 million meals! This amazing outpouring of help...and love... is a tribute to
the feeding programs themselves and all those who choose to help the hungry through their support of Episcopal Charities.”
One such program that Episcopal Charities provides major support is the
food pantry at St Thomas Amenia; this of course is a program we at Grace
helped start and still support with human and financial resources. Grace
Church also receives grants from Episcopal Charities for our Grace Latino
Outreach program and for our regional youth leadership development program, EPIC.
The bottom line: we are part of a circle of care. What goes around, comes

http://www.gracemillbrook.org/
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around. The measure you give will be the measure your receive (that last one
is Jesus). So I urge you to give to Episcopal Charities, either through the individual donation button on their website, or by sending a check to Grace with
the memo line: Episcopal Charities. We will bundle and send on.
Here are some statistics worth considering as you reflect on this request:
Episcopal Charities Fact Sheet - 2016
• Founded in 1996, Episcopal Charities provides funding and operational
support to parish-sponsored outreach programs serving the diverse communities of the Episcopal Diocese of New York.
• Our network extends to every county of the diocese: Manhattan, the
Bronx and Staten Island, and Westchester, Rockland, Putnam, Dutchess,
Sullivan, Orange and Ulster.
• Our programs are diverse and open to all: More than 850,000 children
and adults receive help through our grassroots, non-sectarian, parishsponsored programs.
• The 48 feeding programs supported by Episcopal Charities serve more
than 6.7 million meals annually to hungry New Yorkers.
• Episcopal Charities has made, to date, more than $14 million in grants to
parish programs reaching out to their local communities.
• We’re not just funders, we’re partners: Episcopal Charities provides strategic training, operational support, and networking opportunities to parish
programs through workshops and one-on-one consultations.
Learn more about Episcopal Charities at: ec-ny.org/ecsunday

Page 6

Grace Notes

Warden's Corner
Want to feel better about the world? Check out some of the things going on
at Grace!
On Friday June 3rd, I attended the final EPIC (Engaging People In Change)
meeting and dinner, which was run entirely by the kids. This program was
designed to help young people learn the power they have over their own lives
and how they can effect positive change in the world This was a new program launched by Grace Church, but funded mostly from grants. I really
wasn't sure what to expect. Normally when programs like this are just getting
started, the first year presents slim-pickings. Not so here. Thanks to very
hard work by Abby Nathanson, students were recruited from multiple school
districts, and from varying backgrounds. For some, English is a second language. The participants presented highlights from their year together. Their
families were present to share in their accomplishments (and provided very
tasty food as well - thanks parents!). I was so impressed by the confident,
articulate group I met. They spoke so passionately about this program, and
what it meant for them. I had a chance to see them talk about conferences
they attended, and presentations they made at those conferences. I left the
dinner feeling thankful, and hopeful - seeing young people engaged, empowered and so passionate about what this program meant for them. It also left
me feeling proud that Grace Church is pioneering these types of initiatives.
Another very affirming event was the Solidarity Walk to support the Muslim
community that I attended. Coordinated through Dutchess Interfaith Council,
the plan was an interfaith march across the Walkway over the Hudson
Bridge, followed by a dinner. There were a small group of hearty souls who
met at the bridge with the best of intentions. After a few minutes of nonrelenting torrential rain, we decided the better part of valor was to take a few
pictures, and call it a march. I left the bridge, drenched, and expecting only a

http://www.gracemillbrook.org/
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handful of attendees at the First Evangelical Lutheran Church for dinner.
Much to my surprise and delight, over 200 people came for dinner - including
Jews, Christians, Muslims, and Hindus. We sang, we prayed, we talked, we
listened. We rejoiced. And we ate. As Episcopalians well know, you hold a
potluck dinner, worry there won't be enough food, and you end up with
enough food to feed an army. It was a joyous event, and so renewing to see
how many good, prayerful and loving people are right here in our community,
trying to make the world a better place. Check out the Grace Church Facebook page for additional information on this event, and other great things going on at Grace Church.
- Barbara Rudy

Sunday School News
“Children are not the church’s future, they are its present.” Father Matt
Sunday School has finished for the summer. We will resume classes again
in September. On June 5th, we had a busy day. The children sang If You
Believe Then I believe. They also helped usher, bring the gifts forward, took
up the collection led the readings and were acolytes! The children were presented certificates for participation in Sunday School and Youth Group. We
will continue to be busy throughout the summer. On July 31st, we will be having a Sunday School picnic at the home of Betty Rae and Stan. Some members of the Youth Group will be participating in a park cleanup project during
August. Other members will be going to Appalachia with David Swift. We
will continue to use the Living the Good News curriculum next year. If anyone
is interested in helping out with our programs, please let me know. We could
use another teacher!
Betty Rae Nittiskie

Calendar and Prayer Cycle

July 2016
SUN

MON

TUE

Sunday Service Schedule:

Weekday Services:

7:30 Holy Eucharist
8:45 - 9:00 Rector’s Forum
10:00 Family Service & Holy Eucharist
- Sunday School 11 am - 11:35 am

Healing Service: Wednesdays at 10 am
Bible Study: Wednesdays at 10:45 am
Caregivers Support : Thursdays at 1 pm
ESL: Tuesdays/Thursdays at 6:15 pm

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1

E. Blue

3

4

5

6

7

2
Mr. & Mrs. C. Blue

8

9

3-5 pm Food Pantry
Blymyer

Mr. & Mrs. B. Boissey

10 Grace Golf Benefit
Burgess

M. Boissey

11

Byron

17
Capers

12
Cadette

18
Carolei

24

Bova

13
Calame

19
Cody

25

Briggs

14
Calkins

20
C. Collins

26 6:30 pm Women of

Brinkerhoff

27

15

Camillo

21
Mr. & Mrs. F. Collins

3-5 pm Food Pantry

Brown

3-5 pm Food Pantry

Canez

22

Conklin

28 3-5 pm Food Pantry

16

23
Cook

29

30

Grace
Creswell

Curtis

31
11:30 am - 3 Lunch Box
Doyle

De la Rock

DeFrank

Delaney

deMartine

Dichiara
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Stewardship Letter
Dear friends, beloved in Christ,
We write to ask you to make a financial commitment to Grace Church, if you
have not already done so. The majority of our members—73 individuals or
families—pledged in the fall of 2015; but another 54 have not. Plus, we have
welcomed more than 25 individuals to the church since then. Non-pledging
and new members together are more than the number of our pledging households. Imagine the mission and ministry we could do if we had more resources to support them!
Consider what we are doing already, as we have just finished up a “program
year.”
• Multiple worship services every week: two on Sunday, one on Wednesday, including several ecumenical services and an interfaith service at Innisfree Garden; growing attendance and plans for a monthly bilingual service. The Gospel is being preached and the sacraments administered
faithfully (with joy and good music too!).
• Many pastoral offices: baptisms, marriages, funerals; counseling; caregiving support; including a new parish nurse program.
• Education programs for all ages, including a new regional youth leadership program (EPIC) and Episcopal multi-congregation group (Connect),
and adult Bible study.
• A growing Grace preschool and childcare on Sundays; an expanded playground with help from an extraordinary group of Grace preschool parents
and staff under the leadership of Maureen Satma
• Continued improvements in the buildings and grounds, including new
heating and cooling systems to save energy and money.
• Growing regional impact through outreach ministries such as Grace Latino Outreach, food partnerships (with St Thomas and the Lunchbox),

•
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EPIC, and our reinvigorated Church Alliance partnership on senior issues
in our village and region.
A strategic plan—Grace 2020— developed by the Vestry, to be communicated in detail over the summer.

And, as sports fans are fond of saying, wait till next year!
• Continued work on objectives of the strategic plan, including a program to
be launched in the fall for growing church attendance and membership
(Invite, Welcome, Connect), and a program in the spring to evaluate and
enhance spiritual vitality in our congregation (RenewalWorks).
• Continued expansion of our youth groups—together with preparation for
an exciting young adult program.
• Formal launch of our “food/farm/faith initiative”—positioning Grace as a
catalyst and convener in the Hudson Valley’s growing local food and sustainable farm movements, together with other faith communities involved
in food scarcity and justice issues, and care of creation. Stay tuned for an
announcement on this.
I am excited by what is happening here at Grace—and I hope you are too.
Spread the good news. And, if you haven’t yet, help to support the work with
a pledged financial contribution. You, of course, must be the judge of how
much you can give. What matters most to me is to get participation by all, or
almost all of our members. So if you do consider yourself a member of this
wonderful church, please prayerfully consider how you can best support our
mission and ministry and fill out and send in the enclosed pledge card. Linda
Hogan, the chair of our dedicated stewardship committee, and I thank you.
Many blessings, peace and grace,
Matthew Calkins, Rector
Linda Hogan, Chair of Grace Stewardship Committee
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Grace Vision 2020: a strategic plan in process
Let’s grow! That was the call to action in our Mutual Ministry Review meeting
in March of 2015. Fr. Masud led the Vestry and me through an exercise in
Appreciative Inquiry that identified the strengths of the congregation and
leadership of Grace, looked at our recent history and current challenges, and
came up with a list of hopeful goals for the future. The thread was growth.
Growth in three dimensions:
1. Growth in numbers (attendance, membership, stewardship)
2. Growth in spiritual vitality
3. Growth in regional impact.
Our second strategic planning meeting, in September of 2015, used an exercise from a book the Vestry was studying: Becoming a Blessed Church. The
book’s main focus was to remind church leaders that faithful planning begins
with seeking God’s will through prayer. But it also includes exercises to clarify
how to focus the work we feel called to do. The exercise helped us to identify
key program areas of the church. We think the church has four main programmatic pillars and two supplemental but vital program areas:
1. Worship (our core purpose)
2. Discipleship (education for all ages; transforming lives)
3. Fellowship (building a caring and faithful community)
4. Partnership (reaching out to the wider community to participate n God’s
mission of reconciliation and new creation).
5. Stewardship (resourcing the mission)
6. Communication (internal and external; clear and true; spreading the good
news of God in Christ).

http://www.gracemillbrook.org/
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Using the insights developed in these two meetings, we drafted the following
mission statement: “The mission of Grace Church is to worship God, learn
from Jesus, love one another, and work together to transform lives and participate in God’s mission of reconciliation and new creation.”
Our third planning meeting got into the details of how we plan to meet the
three goals and advance the mission of our church. Each program area was
the subject of brainstorming and then sorting and prioritizing until a set of
clear objectives emerged. These are the concrete items we are either working on now or hope to implement soon. The list is fairly detailed—and was
carefully reviewed in subsequent Vestry meeting. The full details will be
posted on the bulletin board in the Parish Hall—which is in the process of being refurnished after the move of Gracie’s Attic to the Millbrook Antique Center. But here are the big ones, matching the main goals:
1. Growth in numbers: We started last fall with a new stewardship program,
New Consecration Sunday. We will be launching a program for congregational growth in the fall of 2016 modeled to some extent on a program from
the diocese of Texas called Invite, Welcome, Connect. This is both a challenging and exciting time to be a church. We need to adapt to a new day and
diverse demographic while holding on our great tradition and local roots.
2. Growth in spiritual vitality: We have launched new worship services and a
Bible study; in the fall of 2016 we will begin an adult forum on Sunday morning. In the spring of 2017 we will participate in the diocesan-supported spiritual vitality program called RenewalWorks. This program begins with a survey tool to assess our current state, looks at best practices around the country and concludes by advocating steps to move people farther on their spiritual journey and deeper in their life in Christ.
3. Growth in regional impact: already in process through development of
Grace Latino Outreach and EPIC, our regional youth leadership program. We
(Continued on page 14)
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are also planning a young adult ministry, working on senior issues and developing a food/farm/faith initiative. Our local group of Episcopal parishes in NE
Dutchess has been meeting and working together. The buzz is good.
Whether all of this hard work will end with the hoped-for results of dynamic
growth, God alone knows. You’ve heard the quip: if you want to make God
laugh, make a plan. Still, you are more likely to hit a target if you aim. And
why not aim high? After all, Jesus started small, just a few disciples. There
are around two billion today all around the world.
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Grace Table Fellowship
Grace Table Fellowship was initiated a number of years ago to foster fellowship in our parish. Small groups of people meet in each other’s homes on a
monthly basis to share a meal. The host or hostess usually provides the
main course, and the other participants provide the other courses. Many
people have found this a wonderful way to get to know people whom they
might otherwise not have met. It is particularly effective in providing a means
of meeting people who worship at the other service, and it is a wonderful way
to strengthen our community ties.

Our goal is more modest: over one hundred average Sunday attendance, diverse in age and background, with meaningful, sacramental, and moving
worship; a similar number of pledging individuals and households, along with
other streams of income and mission resources. A learning community growing in faith, where joy and peace are products of transformed lives. A place
where all are welcome, no one remains a stranger, and from which we follow
Christ into the world. That’s our vision for Grace 2020. Looks good to me;
how about you? Let me and members of the Vestry know what you think.
Let’s grow together!

We hope to have this running by September, so we are asking those who are
interested to submit the following form as soon as possible so that we can set
up the groups, and you can take it from there.

Matthew+

Are you willing to host a dinner in your home?

Name(s):
Email Address:
Phone number:
Meeting day:

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

SUNDAY

Would you be willing to host the first dinner?

Altar Guild Flower Fund

Are you interested in a group which would include children?

Please consider donating to the Altar Guild Flower Fund. The cost of flowers
each week is $35.00 and can be donated in memory of family and friends.

Would you be interested in a group which would start in late spring/early
summer rather than waiting until the fall?

Contact Susan Quigley with date requests and mail checks to Grace Church
(in memo - Altar Guild)

Please mail or email this form to: Paula Wilson: PMW911@AOL.COM or
99 Hoofprint Road, Millbrook, NY 12545, or call her at 845-677-8485.

Thank you for considering this gift to Grace.
The Altar Guild

If you have a question, and you can’t reach Paula, you can contact Beth
Willis: bethwillis@optonline.net or at 845-373-8202
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August 2016
SUN

MON

TUE
1

Sunday Service Schedule:

Weekday Services:

7:30 Holy Eucharist
8:45 - 9:00 Rector’s Forum
10:00 Family Service & Holy Eucharist
- Sunday School 11 am - 11:35 am

Healing Service: Wednesdays at 10 am
Bible Study: Wednesdays at 10:45 am
Caregivers Support : Thursdays at 1 pm
ESL: Tuesdays/Thursdays at 6:15 pm

WED
2

THU
3

FRI
4

SAT
5

6

3-5 pm Food Pantry
D'Silva

7

Mr. & Mrs. C. Dyson

8

Mr. & Mrs. J. Dyson

9

R. Dyson

10

Fedigan

11

Fellows

12

13

3-5 pm Food Pantry
Fettes

Freeman

14

Furman

15

Gallagher

Galente

16

17

Garbellano

18

Garzetta

19

20

3-5 pm Food Pantry
Gerbi

D. Glass

21

S. Glass

22

Graham

Gomez

23

24

25

6:30 pm Women of Grace
Mr. & Mrs. J. Hall

P. Hall

28

Hammond

29

30

31

11:30 am - 3 Lunch Box
Kiewra

King

C. Kinsey

R. Kinsey

Guven

26

27

3-5 pm Food Pantry
Hogan

Hayes

Gunther

Jagar

3-5 pm Food Pantry

Kasin

July 2016 Service Schedule
(Revised)

If you are unable to serve, you are responsible for finding your own replacement. Schedule changes after
the 15th will not be in Grace Notes. For any questions regarding the schedule, please call the Lay Server
Schedulers, Joan McGilvray at 635-3021
635
(email bmcgilvray4@gmail.com) for the 7:30 service or Evelyn
Garzetta at 518-789-0793
518
(email evelynelizabethgarzetta@gmail.com) for the 10:00 service. Thank You!

July 3

July 10

July 17

July 24

July 31

Usher

Kyle Van De Water

Bruce McGilvray

Barney Calame

Maurice Neville

Betty Rae Nittiskie

Reader

Joan McGilvray

Valerie LaRobardier

Kathryn Calame

Beth Willis

Barney Calame

Chalice

Valerie LaRobardier

Joan McGilvray

Beth Willis

Nanci Kryzak

Brenda deMartine

Coffee Hour

The Calames

Brenda deMartine

Cathy Shanks

Karen Whitton

Jean Hayes & Hollie Sturges

The Thompson

The Garzetta Family

The Rudy Family

The Garzetta Family

The Thompson Family

Reader

Marian Thompson

Joe Garzetta

Dawn Galante

Marian Thompson

Lynda Boissey

Acolyte

Madeline Lacey

Steve Bryant

Belle Lucal

Kevin Bryant

Sophie Lucal

Chalice 1

Lynda Boissey

Sharon Schumacher

Lynda Boissey

Sharon Schumacher

Lisa Lacey

Chalice 2

John Lacey

Barbara Rudy

Lisa Lacey

John Lacey

Barbara Rudy

The Rudy Family

The Thompson Family

Grace Latino Outreach

The Kasin Family

The Garzetta Family

First Reading

2 Kings 5:1-14

Amos 7:7-17

Amos 8:1-12

Hosea 1:2-10

Hosea 11:1-11

Psalm

Psalm 30

Psalm 82

Psalm 52

Psalm 85

Psalm 107:1-9, 43

Epistle

Galatians 6:(1-6)7-16

Colossians 1:1-14

Colossians 1:15-28

Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19)

Colossians 3:1-11

Gospel

Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Luke 10:25-37

Luke 10:38-42

Luke 11:1-13

Luke 12:13-21

7:30 am Service

10:00 am Service
Usher 1
Usher 2

Server 1
Server 2
Coffee Hour
Readings

August 2016 Service Schedule

If you are unable to serve, you are responsible for finding your own replacement. Schedule changes after
the 15th will not be in Grace Notes. For any questions regarding the schedule, please call the Lay Server
Schedulers, Joan McGilvray at 635-3021
635
(email bmcgilvray4@gmail.com) for the 7:30 service or Evelyn
Garzetta at 518-789-0793
518
(email evelynelizabethgarzetta@gmail.com) for the 10:00 service. Thank You!

August 7

August 14

August 21

August 28

Usher

Kyle Van De Water

Bruce McGilvray

Maurice Neville

Betty Rae Nittiskie

Reader

Joan McGilvray

Valerie La Robardier

Kathryn Calame

Beth Willis

Chalice

Valerie LaRobardier

Joan McGilvray

Beth Willis

Nanci Kryzak

Coffee Hour

The Calames

Betty Rae Nittiskie

Brenda de Martine

Cathy Shanks

10:00 am Service

To Be Determined

7:30 am Service

Usher 1
Usher 2
Reader
Acolyte
Chalice 1
Chalice 2
Server 1
Server 2
Coffee Hour
Readings
First Reading

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20

Isaiah 5:1-7

Jeremiah 1:4-10

Jeremiah 2:4-13

Psalm

Psalm 50:1-8, 23-24

Psalm 80:1-2, 8-18

Psalm 71:1-6

Psalm 81:1, 10-16

Epistle

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Hebrews 11:29-12:2

Hebrews 12:18-29

Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16

Gospel

Luke 12:32-40

Luke 12:49-56

Luke 13:10-17

Luke 14:1, 7-14

September 2016 Service Schedule

If you are unable to serve, you are responsible for finding your own replacement. Schedule changes after
the 15th will not be in Grace Notes. For any questions regarding the schedule, please call the Lay Server
Schedulers, Joan McGilvray at 635-3021
635
(email bmcgilvray4@gmail.com) for the 7:30 service or Evelyn
Garzetta at 518-789-0793
518
(email evelynelizabethgarzetta@gmail.com) for the 10:00 service. Thank You!

September 4

September 11

September 18

September 25

Usher

Kyle Van De Water

Bruce McGilvray

Maurice Neville

Jean Hayes

Reader

Joan McGilvray

Valerie La Robardier

Beth Willis

Kathryn Calame

Chalice

Brenda de Martine

Joan McGilvray

Valerie La Robardier

Beth Willis

Coffee Hour

Karen Whitton

Jean Hayes & Hollie Sturges

The Calames

Betty Rae Nittiskie

10:00 am Service

To Be Determined

7:30 am Service

Usher 1
Usher 2
Reader
Acolyte
Chalice 1
Chalice 2
Server 1
Server 2
Coffee Hour
Readings
First Reading

Jeremiah 18:1-11

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28

Jeremiah 8:18-9:1

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15

Psalm

Psalm 139:1-5, 12-17

Psalm 14

Psalm 79:1-9

Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16

Epistle

Philemon 1-21

1 Timothy 1:12-17

1 Timothy 2:1-7

1 Timothy 6:6-19

Gospel

Luke 14:25-33

Luke 15:1-10

Luke 16:1-13

Luke 16:19-31

