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R ECTOR’ S R EFLECTIONS
THE REV. DR. MATTHEW CALKINS
Saying Grace
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 I join the children and
teachers of Grace Preschool for a short chapel service.
We sit in a circle and begin with a simple grace they’ve
taught me: “Thank you for the world so sweet. Thank
you for the food we eat. Thank you for the birds that
sing. Thank you, God, for everything. Amen.”
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It is one of the highlights of my week. I look at their
beautiful faces, and feel for that moment that we have
come into a sacred clearing, for surely God is here too,
sitting quietly in the back. And how wonderful then to
go back up the hill to join the faithful few who come to
the 10 am Wednesday morning healing and holy communion service. The average age a bit on the older
side, you might say. The faces still beautiful, though
wrinkled, and still sweet the voices raised in prayer.
Grace is a sacred place.
Thank you God for everything.
When we say grace, at home or at church, or wherever
we happen to be—what are we doing? Giving thanks,
of course (“Thank you God”), and asking for God’s con(Continued on page 2)
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tinuing blessing, for us and for those whom we care for. One classic grace
asks God to bless this food to our use and us to God’s service—and keep us
mindful of the needs of others. Grace is a sacred circle of blessing: from God
to us, from our hearts to God, to our hands and bodies, from our hands and
minds to a world hungry for the bread of life, the word of God, the good news
of Jesus, the Spirit of love.
As an ordained clergy person, sort of a professional grace-sayer, I am often
asked to say grace before a meal at homes or other occasions. I am happy to
do so but given a choice prefer the host family to say grace. Do you have a
favorite? What do you say, what do you teach your children? I would love to
hear from you. Perhaps we can make a collection of “graces of Grace.”
Perhaps we can learn to practice saying grace in new ways and different
places.
What would that look like? Maybe it wouldn’t even involve folded hands or
memorized words, but a thank you or a recognition or a compliment—like a
blessing to the one who didn’t know she was doing so well, or an acknowledgment that more than money is exchanged for skilled craft and hard work.
We offer a blessing quickly after someone sneezes. It might be nice to offer
one on other occasions as well. How quickly can the currency of blessing
grow?
As we give so we receive. (Forgiveness works this way too.) Stories of grace
flow through our lives—but often they slip by quietly, too shy to make a fuss,
and the small ripples in the pond fade from memory. But if we learn to pay
attention to how grace is moving through our lives and among people and the
world in its beauty (thank you for the birds that sing), and if we ask of ourselves and others: “tell me a story of Grace…” Well, then the stories will ripple back again, and grace abound.
We share “stories of Grace” at the end of our Vestry meetings. Perhaps we

http://www.gracemillbrook.org/
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should also share one each Sunday—a short testimonial.
Sounds good to me. How about you? Do have such a story?
Would you like to say grace?

Bible Challenge Opportunity
If you haven’t joined, there is still time. Talk to Fr. Matt or go to:
biblechallenge.org to learn more. Bible study groups are meeting in the
choir room on Wednesday mornings from 11 to 11:45, and between services
on Sunday morning. A new group will begin meeting on Wednesday evenings February 17 through March 23 at 7 p.m. at the Rectory. Join Fr. Matt
for an informal discussion around the fire.

Service Notice
The Rev. Susan Auchincloss will be filling in for Fr. Matt at both services on
Sunday, February 14th. She will speak about Jesus turning to the Tanakh,
the Hebrew Bible, when he faced moments in his life that called for decisions,
especially important, life-changing decisions, and how can we properly look
to the Bible for guidance in making our own decisions.
She will be also be holding a forum after the 10 a.m. service on this subject
for the middle school confirmation class as well as any adults who want to
attend.

Caregivers Support Group
Meeting Every Thursday From 1:00 to 2:00 in The Parish Hall. Any questions call: 845-877-1407 between 10:00 & 2:00
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Candlemas
th

February 7 , 10 am service
A special family and children-oriented service; 10 o’clock followed by tamale
contest in the parish hall. "Taste and see” whether Grace or La MESA tamale
contestants deserve first prize!

Shrove Tuesday
February 9th, 6:00 - 7:30 pm
Our traditional pancake supper, prepared by Men @ Grace
and service by members of the youth group. Big fun on the
night before Lent begins.

Ash Wednesday - Lent Begins
February 10th , Services:
7 am
10 am
7 pm

Simple Imposition of Ashes
Healing Prayer, Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes
Imposition of Ashes with Eucharist and Music

A Strategic Planning Meeting
The Vestry, staff members and other key leaders will hold a Strategic Planning Meeting in our Parish Hall on February 20th. They will join in working on
a 3 to 5 year plan in the areas of community building, education, worship,
service and partnership with the wider community and stewardship.
For more information contact Fr. Matt – calkins@gracemillbrook.org, or Bill
Hogan – billhogan3256@gmail.com.

http://www.gracemillbrook.org/
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Lent Madness 2016,
Starts February, 11th
Lent Madness 2016 – Pick up your scorecard from the
back of the church!
What do you get when you combine a love of sports with Holy Saints? Lent
Madness of course. Based loosely on the wildly popular NCAA basketball
tournament, Lent Madness pits 32 saints against one another in a singleelimination bracket as they compete for the coveted Golden Halo. But it is
more than that: Lent Madness is really an online devotional tool designed to
help people learn about saints. Here’s how it works: on the weekdays of
Lent information is posted about two different saints on
www.lentmadness.org and then participants vote to determine who goes on
to the next round. Each pairing remains open for a set period of time – usually 24 hours – and people vote for their favorite saint. 16 saints make it to
the Round of the Saintly Sixteen; eight advance to the Round of the Elate
Eight; four make it to the Faithful Four; two to the Championship; and the winner is awarded the Golden Halo. This year Lent Madness features a slate of
saints ancient and modern, Biblical and ecclesiastical as they vie to fill the
shoes of 2015 winner Saint Francis. This all kicks off on “Ash Thursday,” February,11 and will continue throughout the 40-day season of Lent. To
participate, log onto www.lentmadness.org, where you can also print out a
bracket (and sign-up for daily emails for each contest) and fill it out to see
how you fare or “compete” against friends and family members. Like that
other March tournament, there will be drama and intrigue, upsets and thrashings, last-minute victories and Cinderella’s. If you’re looking for a Lenten discipline that is fun, educational, occasionally goofy, and always joyful, join the
Lent Madness journey. Lent needn’t be all doom and gloom. After all, what
could be more joyful than a season specifically set aside to grow closer to
God?
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GRACE CHURCH ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES

http://www.gracemillbrook.org/
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JANUARY 24, 2016

formed. Youth from Grace, St Paul’s, Pleasant Valley and St Paul’s, Poughkeepsie meet once a month getting to know one another and developing
ideas for service projects.

Opening Prayer and Welcoming Remarks: Father Matt led us in prayer for
the Parish and for the church parish meeting. Father Matt expressed his appreciation for all the hard work that has been done this past year, for the vestry and for attendance at the annual meeting.

Father Matt talked about EPIC and introduced Abby Nathanson, Program Director. Abby introduced two students who came today: Joelle Weir, 14 from
Arlington and Cassandra Zeno, 14 from Pine Plains. Both young ladies
spoke about the program.

Call to order: Father Matt called the meeting to order at 11:33 am.

Dianne McNeil spoke about the new Health Care Ministry program. She
asked for the parish what is needed from her and if anyone had any program
needs to let her know.

Recognition of Quorum: The clerk reported that there was a quorum.
Election of New Vestry Members and Warden: Father Matt asked if there
were any other nominations for the vestry. Bill Hogan announced the names
of the nominees: Evelyn Garzetta, Richard Lucal and Elsbeth Willis as vestry
members and Barbara Rudy as Warden. Connie Kinsey moved to accept the
nominations. Cathy Shanks seconded. All were in favor. Father Matt asked
for a motion to accept the slate. Karen Quinn moved to accept the slate. Dianne McNeil seconded. All approved unanimously.
Recognition of Vestry Members Leaving: Father Matt recognized Paula
Wilson, Doug Capers, and Betty Rae Nittiskie for their service on the vestry
and Katherine Mustello for her service as a warden. Paula thanked the parish for the opportunity to serve. Katherine also expressed her appreciation.
Father Matt noted that the church is blessed with wonderful energy and a
strong lay leadership.
Reception of Ministry Reports: Father Matt read the first two paragraphs
of his report. He encouraged us to read the report for the details as they relate to the five ships: worship, fellowship, discipleship, partnership and stewardship. There are wonderful things happening in each area. He spoke of
our youth programs and thanked John Lacey, Jonathan Shanks and Betty
Rae Nittiskie for their work with the children/youth.
He also reported that a new youth initiative called CONNECT has been

Budget Presentation: Cathy Shanks noted that for a little church, we are
carrying out God’s work in a big way. She referenced the documents in the
annual meeting report as she spoke, noting the following: 2015 expense was
higher than projected; operating income was higher than budgeted; many
good programs. She also thanked the Finance Committee (Barney Calame,
Lynn Kasin, Kurt Barnes and Larry Graham) for their work throughout the
year and in developing the 2016 budget. Father Matt then summarized the
budget documents. As we grow in pledges and increased attendance, we
hope to reduce the deficit. He hopes to have a planned giving campaign in
the fall. He reviewed the Mission Budget pie chart on page 8. He noted that
the fundraising program is strong. He also addressed the success of the preschool in 2015 increase in attendance and increased days and receipt of a
gift from the Moritz Foundation for the playground area. He also spoke about
the Strategic Planning Process that began a year ago with the Mutual Ministry Review with Father Masud. We will be meeting in February to work on the
development of this plan.
Father Matt asked if there were any questions regarding the budget information. Sharon Schumacher asked for and received clarification on the Dyson
(Continued on page 13)

Calendar and Prayer Cycle

February 2016
SUN

MON

TUE
1

Bova

7

10 am Candlemas

8 6 pm Shrove Tuesday
Calame

14

Cody

C. Collins

21
Delaney

deMartine

28

29

Fedigan

3

9 Ash Wednesday

10

Camillo

16

6:30 pm Women of
Grace
Dixon

4

6:15 pm ESL

6:15 pm ESL
Cox

24 6:15 pm ESL
Doyle

3-5 pm Food Pantry

SAT
5

Burgess

11

Canez

17

Conklin

6:15 pm ESL

FRI

Brown

Services at 10 am, 7 pm

23
6:15 pm ESL
6-8 pm Discover Spanish
Dichiara

Healing Service: Wednesdays at 10 am
Bible Study: Wednesdays at 10:45 am
Caregivers Support : Thursdays at 1 pm
ESL: Tuesdays/Thursdays at 6:15 pm

Brinkerhoff

Mr. & Mrs. F. Collins

22

11:30 am - 3 Lunch Box

6:15 pm ESL

7:30 Holy Eucharist
8:45 - 9:00 Rector’s Forum
10:00 Family Service & Holy Eucharist
- Sunday School 11 am - 11:35 am

THU

2

Calkins

15

Weekday Services:

WED

Briggs

Pancake Dinner
6:15 pm ESL

Cadette

Mr. & Mrs. J. Dyson

6:15 pm ESL

Sunday Service Schedule:

3-5 pm Food Pantry

Byron

12

Capers

18

De la Rock

D'Silva

13

Carolei

19

25 3-5 pm Food Pantry

6

Planning Meeting

20

DeFrank

26

27
Mr. & Mrs. C. Dyson
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Grace Episcopal Church, Millbrook, NY
Latino Outreach (GLO) - February 2016
Events:
Fr. Matt officiated at the bi-lingual Service for the celebration of “The Epiphany” (Three Kings Day) January 3rd. This is a very important religious day for
the Latino Community. The cake ‘Rosca de Reyes’ is a cake that is traditional
in Mexico. There is a Baby Jesus hidden in the cake. Lore has it, that whoever
finds Baby Jesus (traditionally) makes the tamales for the next celebration’
which is the “Dia de la Candelaria”. This is religious holiday celebrated in
Mexico that marks the end of the Christmas season. In celebration of the
‘Candelaria’ on February 7th Grace Church will celebrate with a bilingual Service. We will have a host ‘tamale contest’ after the 10AM Services. The Baby
Jesus was found by Bill Hogan who is working very hard on making the very
BEST Hogan Tamales for this year’s celebration. We have plans to host
more events for the Latino Community in the near future.

http://www.gracemillbrook.org/
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I will keep you informed of all the progress in all aspects of Grace Latino Outreach.
Respectfully,
Evelyn Garzetta (Grace Latino Outreach Director)

Trinity Institute Conference
On the weekend of January 21-23, Father Matt along with several members
of Grace Church attended this year’s Trinity Institute conference, “listen for a
Change,” on racial justice hosted by our Partner Site, Christ the King in Stone
Ridge. Other attendees included Holy Cross Monastery, The Woodstock
Jewish Congregation Task Force to End the New Jim Crow, Race Unity Circle in Poughkeepsie and Omega Institute in Clinton Corners.

Immigration:
On March 20th GLO will host the second ‘Drivers Licenses Forum’ in collaboration with Worker Justice Center of New York. GLO is working with Worker
Justice Center of NYS to issue Community Photo Id’s.

The conference helped open us up to conversations about race even though
they are difficult, uncomfortable, or could risk being perceived as prejudiced.
We heard movingly and challengingly from academics, theologians and public figures on the shape of racial injustice in today’s world. More importantly,
we discussed what, we as individuals, can do about it.

ESL:
GLO has begun a new ESL class in Pawling hosted by Holy Trinity Pawling.
We investigated the need in the area and there is a great necessity for a beginner’s English class.
GLO continues to sponsor and support the Amenia, Dover, Millbrook, Pine
Plains and Pleasant Valley classes.

As a follow-up, the group has decided to keep the conversation going by
reading presenter Kelly Brown Douglas' latest book, "Stand Your Ground:
Black Bodies and the Justice of God,” and meet to discuss the book on Saturday, March 12th at 2pm at Christ the King, Storm King. I am planning to go
if anyone would like to carpool.

Grants:
The Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation Grant Contract has been renewed for 2016. At the end of January we will be notified the amount which
Episcopal Charites will be awarding GLO.

Additionally, Trinity Institute is offering online Lenten classes that continue to
explore this theme and the first 2, Spirituality and Racial Equality with the
(Continued on page 12)
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(Continued from page 11)

http://www.gracemillbrook.org/

Most. Rev. Michael Curry, and Whiteness and Racial Equality with Kelly
Brown Douglas, are now available. For more information, go to
https://www.trinitywallstreet.org/trinity-institute/2016/schedule.

Annual Meeting Minutes Continued...

I was very heartened to see widespread interest in addressing one of the
most pressing social issues of our time.

van, for mission trips, for Epic…all youth programs.
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(Continued from page 7)

money that was for youth programs. The monies have been used for the

Respectfully submitted, Ida Leung

Wardens’ Report: Bill noted his appreciation of the vestry and the many volunteers. He expressed appreciation for those leaving the vestry and for the
newly elected members.

EPIC

Blessing and Dismissal: Father Matt ended the meeting with prayer and
blessing of the food. The meeting was adjourned at 12:08pm.

Engaging People in Change (EPIC), our new group for high school student
activists, continues to grow! In December, we were featured in The Millerton
News acknowledging our representation of Northeast Dutchess at the Rural
Women's Conference in Binghamton. We had a Holiday Celebration at the
end of the year with families before launching into our busy 2016 year, with
quite a few conferences, presentations, guest speakers, and trips planned.
Get Involved! If you'd like to support the work of these inspiring young activists, consider being a Dinner Dueña. Dinner Dueñas prepare a meal for our
group (7-10 people) and join us for dinner on Friday evenings at 6pm in the
Parish Hall, which offers a valuable opportunity to get to know our students
and to share your experiences and knowledge with them. We'd love to see
more Grace parishioners connecting with our students by joining us for our
weekly meal. To find out when you get on the Dinner Dueña schedule, contact Abby at 206 963 2689 or abby@epicjustice.org.
Additional request
EPIC is looking for a couch for our "headquarters." If you might be interested
in donating, please contact Abby at 206 963 2689 or abby@epicjustice.org
Thank you!

Submitted by Betty Rae Nittiskie, clerk

Joelle and
Cassy sharing
about EPIC as
the Annual
Meeting
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Sunday School News
“Children are not the church’s future, they are its present.” Father Matt
January was a quiet month compared to the last few…the pageant was behind us, as was the parade of lights. On Sunday, December 6th, the children
were given $10.00 from Father Matt to use for “good”…helping others who
were in need of help during the holiday season. We are compiling a picture
board for Father Matt which will show the many different ways the children
used the money. Not one person had the same idea for using this money.
We will present this board to Father Matt during the 10:00 service sometime
in February!
On the first Sunday in February we will be singing, Peace Like a River during
the 10:00 service. The kids, from the oldest to the youngest have learned the
song. During practice, Tommy, especially had lots of soul! Be sure to look
for us on February 7th!
Betty Rae Nittiskie

Altar Flowers
If you have a special event in your life, whether it might be remembering a
loved one who has died or a celebration or event, do consider having the Altar Flowers to mark the occasion. This is a lovely way to honor that special
person and will make it very memorable. It's also very easy to arrange. You
can either fill out a card that you will find at the back of the church and forward to Maria Galli, the Church Secretary, or call Susan Quigley at (845)
223-5091 and she will let Maria know the date you would like to have the
flowers and what notation you would like to appear in the Sunday Bulletin.
The cost for having the Altar Flowers is $35.00. The Altar Guild would love to
hear from you.

February 2016 Service Schedule
(Revised)

If you are unable to serve, you are responsible for finding your own replacement. Schedule changes after
the 15th will not be in Grace Notes. For any questions regarding the schedule, please call the Lay Server
Schedulers, Joan McGilvray at 635-3021
635
(email bmcgilvray4@gmail.com) for the 7:30 service or Evelyn
Garzetta at 518-789-0793
518
(email evelynelizabethgarzetta@gmail.com) for the 10:00 service. Thank You!

February 7

February 14

February 21

February 28

Usher

Barney Calame

Kyle Van De Water

Maurice Neville

Betty Rae Nittiskie

Reader

Kathryn Calame

Valerie LaRobardier

Nanci Kryzak

Valerie LaRobardier

Chalice

Beth Willis

Brenda de Martine

Valerie LaRobardier

Beth Willis

Coffee Hour

Cathy Shanks

Karen Whitton

Jean Hayes

Brenda de Martine

Rudy Family

Sharon Schumacher

Ball Family

Garzetta Family

7:30 am Service

10:00 am Service
Usher 1
Usher 2

Lori Whiteley

Reader

ML Ball

Lynda Boissey

Ida Lueng

Marian Thompson

Acolyte

Madeline Lacey

Mariel Mustello

Gus Ball

Steve Bryant

Chalice 1

John Lacey

Lisa Lacey

Jane Meigs

Chalice 2

Pam Freeman

Ida Lueng

Barbara Rudy

Sharon Schumacher

Garzetta Family

Mustello Family

Thompson Family

Garzetta Family

First Reading

Exodus 34:29-35

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Genesis 15:1-12,
15:1
17-18

Exodus 3:1-15

Psalm

Psalm 99

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Psalm 27

Psalm 63:1-8

Epistle

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

Romans 10:8b-13

Philippians 3:17-4:1
3:17

1 Corinthians 10:1-13

Gospel

Luke 9:28-36, [37-43a]

Luke 4:1-13

Luke 13:31-35
13:31

Luke 13:1-9

Server 1
Server 2
Coffee Hour
Readings

March 2016 Service Schedule

If you are unable to serve, you are responsible for finding your own replacement. Schedule changes after
the 15th will not be in Grace Notes. For any questions regarding the schedule, please call the Lay Server
Schedulers, Joan McGilvray at 635-3021
635
(email bmcgilvray4@gmail.com) for the 7:30 service or Evelyn
Garzetta at 518-789-0793
518
(email evelynelizabethgarzetta@gmail.com) for the 10:00 service. Thank You!

March 6

March 13

March 20

March 27

Usher

Kyle Van De Water

Barney Calame

Maurice Neville

Betty Rae Nittiski

Reader

Beth Willis

Kathryn Calame

Nancy Kryzak

Valerie La Robardier

Chalice

Nancy Kryzak

Brenda de Martine

Valerie La Robardier

Beth Willis

Coffee Hour

Cathy Shanks

Karen Whitton

Jean Hayes

Brenda de Martine

Rudy Family

Sharon Schumacher

The Garzetta Family

Susan Quigley

7:30 am Service

10:00 am Service
Usher 1
Usher 2

Paula Wilson

Reader

Lynda Boissey

Marian Thompson

Dawn Galente

Joe Garzetta

Acolyte

Sophie Lucal

Mariel Mustello

Styles

Madeline Lacey

Chalice 1

Lynda Boissey

John Lacey

Ida Lueng

Sharon Schumacher

Chalice 2

Barbara Rudy

Sharon Schumacher

ML Ball

Lynda Boissey

The Freeman Family

The Garzetta Family

The Kasin Family

First Reading

Joshua 5:9-12

Isaiah 43:16-21

Isaiah 50:4-9a
50:4

Acts 10:34-43

Psalm

Psalm 32

Psalm 126

Psalm 31:9-16
31:9

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

Epistle

2 Corinthians 5:16-21

Philippians 3:4b-14

Philippians 2:5-11
2:5

1 Corinthians 15:19-26

Gospel

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

John 12:1-8

Luke 22:14-23:56
22:14

John 20:1-18

Server 1
Server 2
Coffee Hour
Readings

